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BENTON  COUNTY
Park Board


MEETING MINUTES
14 January 2025


Board Members present:
Dave McNeal, Chair
Robin Emmingham, Vice Chair
Kit McBurney
Michael LeCompte, Secretary
Ismael Mendoza-Jimenez
David Cannon

Board Members absent:
Frank Cooper (excused)

Employees present:
Adam Fyall


Meeting commenced at 6:30 p.m. in the Benton County Administration building.

Approval of agenda and minutes:
The agenda for the Jan. meeting and minutes for the Dec. meeting were approved as presented.

Chair Report:
Chair McNeal reported that perhaps his resolution for 2025 should be to manage expectations regarding progress in “Pride in Parks” as the priorities developed in 2024 were possibly too ambitious and that perhaps the board should focus on the staffing issue in 2025.

Staff Report:
Mr. Fyall discussed the mitigation requirements for shrub-steppe development regarding Richland, Kennewick and the Benton Conservation District. A mitigation bank of about $600,000 has been built up in fairly short order with about $3,000 per acre as the going rate.

Mr. Fyall also reported that the regional land trust Forterra is looking to expand into Eastern Washington, which could possibly benefit areas along the Yakima River or possibly in Wallula Gap in the future.

Business:
The Tapteal Greenway gave its annual report to the board. Board member Dan Hansen gave a presentation on the nonprofit that was established in 1995 with the goals of conservation, recreation, and education.

Mr. Hansen gave a brief overview of the Tapteal Greenway’s trail building, planting and weeding efforts, as well as the organized recreational events, such as hikes and paddles that the Greenway puts on. 

The Greenway is currently working on an ongoing project to connect W.E. Johnson Park to Horn Rapids by a trail that will continue to Benton City. Mr. Hansen hopes that the Greenway can continue to be actively engaged with the Park Board, as well as having Benton County more formally designate the Tapteal Trail, getting the trail mapped and into official comprehensive Benton County documents.

Mr. Fyall brought up the fact that while there is no formal signage for the trail, the County has long recognized the trail for what it is.  He suggested GPS mapping of the trail and having the Park Board take an official action to designate it.  Mr. Fyall later added that the second week of May will be a week of celebration for the Tapteal Greenway as it marks its 30th anniversary.  The Park Board’s regular meeting falls during that week and it might be a nice time to take this action.

The Board moved to “Recommend to Adam that he utilize the technology available to him to provide a description of the trails in Horn Rapids Park for the purpose of consideration of designating the ‘Tapteal Trail’ through the park.”

The motion was seconded and carried.

Continued Ordinance Discussion:
The board received a hard copy of a draft of the parks ordinance and discussed it.

Robin felt the difference between parks and preserves was well-defined in the draft and suggested that the board read the draft on their own before coming together to finalize.

Mr. Fyall felt that some things in the draft could be tightened up, such as removing links and allowing each park to set its own hours.

Kit felt that some areas of the draft could be expanded concerning adding language specifically addressing unauthorized trail building and designated trails.

The board plans to review the draft and then hold a special meeting to discuss the ordinance. Jan. 28 was a date tentatively proposed for the meeting.

Public Comment:
Michael Seeliger: Reported that the airsoft community is growing and that they hold 1-2 games a month. The issue of incorporation and insurance is still in progress and depends somewhat on what the board will require, according to Mr. Seeliger.

Gary Westergard: Expressed how interwoven we all are concerning cities, counties, parks and horses and how it’s good to see all parties working together.

Dan Hansen thanked the board for having him and for their continued partnership.

George Hager: Reported that the small-bore competition range is almost complete and how he’s looking forward to its use in competitions involving the children/juvenile shooting organization/club.

Poll of the Board:
Ismael wished everyone a happy New Year and thanked the Tapteal Greenway for their work.

Kit thanked everyone for coming and Dan for presenting before addressing Chair McNeal’s statement of managing expectations, saying she liked the priorities put together by the board and reminding the board that its role is advisory in nature.

Michael thanked Dan for presenting and expressed how it was nice to finally have a draft of the ordinance.

Robin emphasized the need for staffing in parks and said the board should prioritize increased staffing to finish projects. He also asked where the City of Kennewick and the irrigation districts were on the canal trails project and how the board could possibly work with them. Robin also inquired about the progress of the topping project on the trail between Columbia Park and Two Rivers Park, as well as about a possible future project of using ground penetrating radar to map or identify foundation and the cove areas at Hover.

David expressed his appreciation for the Tapteal Greenway and its recreational opportunities. He is disappointed that the trail isn’t finished and thinks the Greenway is a park partner that should be treated better.

The Jan. Park Board meeting was adjourned at 8:21 p.m.
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